Frllowing the induction of the 205th Coast Artillery Regiment({Anti-aircratt)
(Mobile) on 3 February 1941, the units were assembled in the North Fort Lewis
area ftor training. ‘The strength at the time of organization of the regiment
in November of 1939, was 4B officers and 1,187 enlisted men. when the regiment
was inducted the strength of the officers had increased te 67, while the strength
of the enlisted men had shrunk to 1,040, This was no doubt due Lo enlistment
of members in Lhe regular army and the weeding ocut of the ungualified, ineluding
those with physical disabilities.

On 11 June 1941, the Commanding General, Fourth Army was directed to
organize one (1) Battery wf Coast Artillery (AR) (Automatic—Weapons) with a
strength of 5 officers and 136 enlisted men for movement to Seward; Alaska
en the tinited States Army Transport "Grant" sailing on about 15 June 1941,
Baged upon this directive, Batitery "E" was selected and sailed Erom Seattle
on 25 Junc 1941 and arrived at Seward on 30 June 1941,

On 24 July 1941; two (2) batteries (Gun) of the 205th with one {1) Search-
light Platoen attoched to each and one (1) Battery (Automatic Weapons) wore
dirccted to move from Fort Lewis to Alaska. Detachmenl, Headgquarters and
Headguarters Battery, 205th; 1| Platoon (SL) Battery Ah; Ratteries ¢, D and H,
departed Fort Lewis and arrived at Camp Murray (Alaskan Staging Area) on
6 Augqust 1941, One (1) Platoon (5L} Battery A, Battery D and Batiery #,
2058 departed Seattle on board USAT “"GRART" on 15 August 1941 and arriwved at
gitka, hlaska on |8 Auvgust 1941, Detachment, Hg & Hyg Battery, 205th departed
Grattle on board the USAT "CLEVERON" on 19 August 1941 and arrived seward,
Alagka on 22 August 1941, One (1) Plateon (SL) Battery A, and Battery C,
205th departed Scattle on board USAT “"PRESIDENT TAFT" on 30 August 1941
and arrived at Seward, Alaska on 4 September 1941,

Letter from the War Department dated 29 Octaober (941 directed the movement
of the 205th, less slements in Alaska from Fort Lewis to Camp Haan {(Loz Angoles)
talifornia. The regiment, less units in Alaska, departed Fort Lewis an 14 November
1941 and arrived at Camp Haan on 22 November 1941 where it was assigned to the
37th Coast Artillery Brigade (AA).

Based upon orders of the Alaskan Defense Command, dated B March 19432,
and affective 17 April 1942, personnel and egquipment of elements of the 20%th
in Alaska were transferred to units in Alaska as follows: Detachment, Hg & Ha
Battery, 200th to HY & Hg Battery, 420th Coast Artillery Battalion (Comp) (AR):
1st and 2nd Platoons (SL) of Battery A, 205th to 1lst and 2nd Platoons, Battery A,
420Lh;: Batteries C, D, E and H to Batteries C, 5, E and D, 420th. Concurrently,
with the vompletion of this transfer, the elements of the 205th, less personnal
gnd cquipment, ware transferred to Camp Hadn. Similar action was taken with
RBattery G, 205th which was ordered to Alaska with its personnel, was transferred
to the 240th; and released back to the 205th €2, less personnel and eguipment,
This unit arrived from Camp Haan at Camp Murrey on 17 May 1942; departed [rom
Seattle on 24 May and arrived at fort Clenn on 4 June 1942. The release back
to the 205th was effective © Junes 1942,

In May of 1942, the Commanding General, Western Defense Command was
directed to reorganize slements of the 205th into a semi-mobile regiment and
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bring the regiment up to a full strength of three battalions. This action,
cxcept for Battery G, was completed 12 June 1242 and the regiment redesignated
as the 205th Coast Artillery Regiment (Anti-aircraft)(Semi-mobile). Organiza-
tion of Battery G was completed on 3 July 1%42. In the meantime the 205tk

was ordered to Los Angeles on temporary duty. On Janunary 15, 1943, this was
made the regiment's permanent station.

on 10 September 1943, Hg & Hg Battery, 2O05th CAR (AA) (5M) was redesignatad
Hq & Hg Rattery, 2U05%rh Anti-aircraft Group; lst Battalion, 205th was redesignated
the 770th Anti-hircraft Gun Battalion; 2nd Battalion, 205th became the 530th
Anti-Alreraft Automalic Weapons Battalion: and the drd Rattalion, 205th was
redesignated as the 240th Antai-Rarcraft Artillery Searchlight Battalion. The
205th CcA Band was rodecignated as the 262nd Army Band, effective 10 December 19473,

On 15 April 1944, all anti-aircraft artillery and scarchlight units in the
Western Defensce Command were reassigned to the Fourth Air Farce for complete
and integrated combined air defense training and for air defense of the West
CoaslL.

In a letter dated 30 July 1944, Hg & Hg Battery, 205th AAA Croup was directed
to move {rom Santa Monica (Los Angeles) California to Camp Rowie, Texas. 'The
Group departed on 1H August 1944 and arrived at Camp Bowie, Texas on 21 August
1944, where the unit was inactivated on 24 August 1944 and its personncl re-
agsigned to the XXII1 Corps ol the Fourth Army.

Gn 10 Pebruary 1944, the 770th Gun Battalion was inactivated abt Los Angeles
by the Commanding General, IV Antl-Aircraft Command, concurrently with the
activation of the 164th, l65th and 166th AAA Operations Detachments. Excess
personnel of Lhe Battalion were reassigned within the IV AAA Command,

At the same time the 530th AAA AW Battalion was directed to move to Camp
Hulen, Texas where it arrived on & March 1944, It was reorganized on 1 April
1944 as the 530th Anti-Aircraft Artillery Automatic Weapons Bartalion (Mobile).
The Battalion departed Camp Hulen, Texas and arrived at Esler Field, Louisiana
on 12 September 1944. HReassigned for an overseas shipment, the battalion left
Esler Field and moved to Camp Polk, Louisiana on 10 October 1944. The battalion
wias then given a readiness date of | December 1944 for shipment overseas. This
was later changed to 17 November and New York designated as Port of Embarkation.
The advance detachment departed Camp Polk on 9 November and arrived at Fort
Hamiltoen on 11 November 1944. The Bactalion departed Camp Polk on 1 December
19494 and arrived at Camp Shanks, New York on 3 December where it boarded the
"oucen Elizabeth" on 1& December 1944 and arrived at Greenock, Scotland on
2] December 1944. Upon its arrival in England, the battalion was assigned
to the 111th AAA Group, 15th U S Army. On 13 April 194%, the battalion was
in Germany; in Austrig 15 May 1945; back in Germany 14 June 1945 from whara
it was ordered back to the United States. The 530th salled from LeHavre,
France on board the "LaCrosse" Victory®™ 23 October 1945 and arrived at New
York Port of Embarkation on 31 Cctober 1945. Unit was inactivated at Camp
shanks on 3 November 1945, Thi= Battalion was awarded battle participation
credite for CAMPAIGN CENTRAL EUROPE and RHINELAND CAMPATGN.
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