
Pnllo,,,;nq th" iudu<:~ion of the 20~th Coast Artdlccv Rcgimc1~t (i\ntl. - aircr.att) 
(Mol>i1•<l on 3 Februar y 1'-1<11, the unit» we: a .1sscmblcd in th<> North r'o.rl Lewis 
arf.'a tor train.in4. 11te strcntjt.h at th~ •·ne of orqJni::ation of the reg1ment 
in November of J<n<J, was 48 o!Cicers "'nd ::..:87 en11~rP<! men. When the rc<Jiment 
~·,cu;; 1nducted thu s1...r:cngth of the n"".;:-•c-PrK hdci incr~11.scd to G7, WhllP the Htrt-"m.:~Lh 

of Lhc cnhs~e<l m<'n hacl shru11k ~o 1,0-lO. T'cus w;u; nn rloubt due Lo enl i stment 
oi mHmbe.r:; lu l.hc regular army ano the WtHHling out of' the unqu(J I i f1t!U 1 lu<.:luU.ing 
those w1th phy~,c~l dts<.WlliLies. 

On ll ,Jun., 1941, the Co:r.mandHtg C.Pn,.r<.tl. Fourth i\.rr"'f ·.oas dlr~>ct•d to 
Ol'<J.>nize one ( l) !\at tPry of C.:o.J!. ~ Art lllery Vv\) (Automul.i<:-Wt:.>pons I 'o'l.th ~ 

Hi~ rl-, 114t.h u.C 5 o!riccrs anrt l H Pnl1st:oed muo Cor movement to SP'h'il rrl , AlrA~koJ 
n n th r-\ llnit.ed !il . tLU~ Arm:,· Tt.:lr'l~port "Gr11nt-" xr~lli11y uu ..iliout 1r' .Tunn 194L 
B.:.::...-.d upon th1s rlirPr.tl.ve, U..aLlcry " E. " wa~ c;elPr.tt!d t.&uU !::lo.iilctl from S0att" l A 
on 2~ June 1941 tlnd arrJvprl ~at 5e..,·dr0 uu 30 June 1<1·11. 

On :••1 July I'J41, two (21 l>.lttcri,:,s (Gun} of rt ... 20SLh wilh ot:<" ( l) S<'>!rdt· 
I iqht I'JtJLOon \JI..L..Jchcd to <'"Chana on~ (l) !:SuLtcry (1\utnm.,tl<: to/l'l,tpcmx) wet~..: 

diJ.'CCtC'ct to movf• t rotn l'ort .. Luwi~ to 1\la~);:". Detac.:bznuuL, Huadqu.!u;t.~r~ nn<i 
lh'uUqllu!Lc:l !: BoJLLery, ;>O!>th; I Platoo11 (~LI S.:.ctcry '" 11AtterJt'>< C:, 0 o.nd H. 
rl·•p1u tf.>d Port Ll·wi!-Jo uml ~trivcd at CaT"'p ~~urrcty (Al.J.:,kan StaglnCJ ,\rl•~t) uo 
6 Auqu.:;L l94J. OnP (I) l'ldLuoa (SLI ~;tcr; ;.., RdLLt•ry U and li->llery il, 

;~<),~h tt ... prtlLt!c.l !.icdl.Lll.:" on board USA,... '"(;RAt;T" un 1;) AUCJUSt l()lll Anc:! dtt.t.vcU ... L 
::;ilk;> , lllal'lf:A on IH Augu!.~ 19H. 0Ct3C'h!!1Pn" . H<; S Hq !l.:ILLcry, 20~rh dP[>I'>r l <·d 

~;.,,1 I l e u n Wu l. U Lhc USIIT "CI.F.VF.OON" u11 l9 Augu:;t l'l~l ~nrl .<rnv.;tl !;uw ... r J , 
Al<l~ka on /.:~ lluguR1 1941. 011<o Ill Platnon (SI.) ll<~Lluty A, and B.:.rtery C . 
20!>Lit U«J.>olrLed Seattle on bo~rc! us;..T "f'K.ESIOE:~T TArT" nn 30 AU<.JU~L 1941 
and ~rY1vea ac ~~wucU, Al~~ka on 4 Sepe~~~ 19~1. 

L" L~"r from the Har DPparr.ment dated 29 Oct<>hPr 1941 dirccLCJ the m<w<>nu•nt 
of l"hP ~OSt.h , l~s~ tdl!monto 1n Alaska irom r·orL LC'Ill!; to Camp HFttut (J./J~ Angolc~ ) 

C..tl.ifornia. Th£> rPgl ment , lt:bs w;i t& ~n Alnska , de flu! ~cd Fort Lcwts on 14 Novcml..>cr 
J'J4l dud drrive:d ~t Camp HI\An on 22 N.ovcrn.bcr 1941 ,..,,hf\re l.t. 'Nu~ .;..:;~iryncd to tho 
37th ~sr ArtjJl.,ry Brigade (1\A). 

tl..tscd upon orner,; of t:l.<: Al.>skan OctensP Cotnmdn<.l, <l.>tcd 8 :•k>rch l 'J42, 
ant! effectivt: 17 April 1942 , p<>rsonnel .:.nd cqu.cpmenr nl' elem<'nLs of t he 20'> t h 
l u /\1-.)::;ka were tl"'AnsferreO LO units t.n Al~skd ciS follO'H!i: oetachmAnt , H4 & Hrz 
natt.ery , 205l.h to Hq & i!q ll..,t:tery, ..:20th Coasc Artillery 8att.1lion (Comp) (AAI; 
l!:t and 2nd P laLO<ms (SL) o~ Bat eery ;., 20:;th to lst <1nrl 2no PldLoons, Battery A, 
420t...h; Batte r 1es C, o, E dnt.l !1 to 3attertes c, 3, £ "'nd o , 420th . C:o:tcurrer.t...ly , 
\\'ith t.he complet.ion of t hl.s t.ram;te!' 1 the- elemenr.s of the 205th, less pe r s on;u,]:l 
and equi pment , \1,1Are t r cinsfcrrcd t o camp He;t.cUl . Sinn.lar action , .. ·as tdk e n with 
nn t.tt-ery G, 205th which '\1a .co orcl.~red ~c Alaska wi t h i ts pc::sonncl , ,,..as t.rans fe tt~d 

to th~ /.rJOt h ; and r~leascd back t.o t he 20Sch Cl't , less personnel and equi p ment . 
'l'his unit arrlv~t1 trom C..am;.J h\lan et C.ar-~ Murrc.y on 17 May 194.2; CAparc ed from 
Seart le on 24 ~!Oly and a r riv<>c! at :·on. Clenn on 4 June 1942 . The release hack 
co the 205th was ~fft:<:tivc G June 19~2 . 

Tn ~lay of 1942, the Comm,.nd>ny General, l;estP. r n Ot!!ense Command was 
<.lil'Ccted to reor~usnize elc~r~ts of t.he 20StJo :.!1to a se-rn - mobi le tt!Qimen t and 
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hrlng the reg~ment u;.~ to d !ul! St.rcngt.h of t.J:ree battaltOn!;. Thu;; aC"'tlon, 
except for Batte!"y G, was completf>rl L'J June 1942 «nd the reqirncnt rcdc,;ignatcd 
II" the 205th Coast Artillery Regimen: (Anti- aircraft) (Semt-mobtiP.). Organiza­
tion of Battery G was completf>rl nn 3 July 1942 . ln Lhc meantime the 205th 
wu:< ord.,red to Los Angeles on te::-.porary duty. On .11mua ry 15, 1943, tlti:; wa:, 

m.t'de th~ reg1ment- · ~ pPrman.-nt station . 

on JO ~eptt<mber 1943, Hq & Hq Battery, 20Sth CJI \All) (~N) w11" redPl'ligndtord 
Ill] & fll] Ratte ry, 20!'>rh Anr.>-inrcrd£t Group ; lsL Battalion , 205th was redesignatert 
Lhc 770th Jlntl - Jiircraft Gun Allttllllon ; 2nd Battdlion, 20~Lh ucc.:.mc Lhc 530th 
Ali Ll-Aiu;rvCt. Autol11ilLic \~capons Battalion: and the Jro fl~rr.tl ion, 205th wd s 
l"crlrs>gn~tecl as thP 240th Ant> ·A•rc:rtt(t Artillery Searchli<Jht B.:tttal.ion. The 
20:;Lh CA Band w'"' rcdco.ign;:~ted as thP ?62ncl Army Dancl, ef[Hct.ivu lO l.k:ccmbcr 194 3. 

On 1'> Jlprll 1':14•1, 1\ll ""~•-~tircr«£t ... rt>ll.,ry and c;c.:>rchlight units Jn the 
"'c~LLrn l>c[cnsc Comm~J\d "-'CrC rca~$.1gned •o the Fourth Air fo'or<:t• for COr.lplcLC 
o'llnrl lntPgn•tPrl r.nmblnt"tl o1r c.h .. fe,.:-.c LC'-*•hing and for 3ir detent;; ... ot thP West 
C:o-1:; l . 

Jn" 1c•1:<:r dat<>rl 10 .Tuly 1')44, llq & Hq &lt.t.cry, 205t.h N\A Croup wac; d~rrct<-rl 
Lu move from SanLu M.ouicol ( Lo~ Anf)clc:;) Call fornia tn rnmp now 1,.,, ~r~xd~ . •t'ht! 
(';rnop ci,..pnrted on IH A.uquxt lfJ+-14 und ttrrlved al Col.Dlp Bowi~, Tcxtl!.i on 21 l\uqu~t 
1~44 , where the unit w~:; lnactlvati'C"I on 24 Augu,;t 1'>44 ilr\u iLs fJcrsonnel ro.: ­
'''"'"'Wit<d 1'<> thP. xx1II corp» u! t.hc 1-"ourt:h Army. 

Uu 10 !-'t.:uL U"ry 194t. , t.he 770th Gun Battallon " "'" 1n<1~t.lvat.cd ut. Lo:o An<Jc l c::; 
hy tl1" r.nrnm~tn<iln<,~ r;,.nerul, IV And-Aircraft Command, concurrently wi.eh t.he 
;:~ctjvation of the H•4th, IC>'>th ltnd 166t.h AAA Oper.:.LiOr\!l Uec"chments. Excess 
po.:L:;uuu c:l of t.he Battall.on •.o~crc rell.,«>gnPd wi t:hin tlte IV AAA cunun .. mu. 

At the same t1ne thP ~lOth AAA AW Battalion was directed to move to C~mp 
Hult!ll, ·rexds when: it arrived on u !-'.arch 1944. It was reorq.lnizcd on 1 April 
19~~ ~" the SJO~h ~n~i-Aircraft AILi1lcry Automa~ic Weapon$ RA~tAI>on (Mobile). 
The Battahon departed Camr llu Pn, Texa" and ardved aL Esler Field, Lou1siann 
on 12 :>eptembtr 1944 . 1\c:.:.ssigncd for an overseAs l'thipmen~. the b.lt.Lalion left 
Esler F1elcl and moven to Camp Polk, Louislana on 10 October 1944. The battal ion 
wus Lhcn given a r cad1ness date of l December 1944 for sh1pmcnt overseas . Thts 
wil" litter chanqed tu 17 November and New York destgnar.ed ds l'orL of l:.'mbarka tion. 
The adva nce de> t achment <1ep11rt.P.d C=p I'olk on 9 November and arrive<'i nt. Fort 
lloJ111 iltun un 11 November 1944. The Rattalion d e part ed <:a111p Polk on l December 
1<1~4 and a r rived iit Camp ShclllkS, Now Yor k on 3 December ~lhRrP. ~t uo u r <.le d chc 
"Queen Elizabet h" on lb n~cP.mber 1944 .:and arr ived at: Gr eenock , Scot l a nd on 
21 December 1944. Upon its arrival in Eng land, t he battalion w.ls ass i gned 
to th" l llth AAA Gronp , JSt:h US Army. On 13 Apr il 1'!45, the b"'ttalion wa ,; 

ill Ge.rn1o1ny ; in Au<>tr >a 1 ~ .'·lay 1945; back in C-em.any 14 June 1945 from when• 
it was ordered back to the Unit:ed State~ . ~he 530t h s ailed from LcHavrc , 
Franct! on bodr<.l t.he .. LaCro~~c., \"ictory" 23 Oc~ober 1945 ancJ arrived at New 
York Port of ~~rk~t:ion en 31 OctoOer 19~5 . u~it was 1nactivated at \Amp 
Sh.:lnks on 3 November 194~. Thlc BAttalion was awarded battle participation 
cre<11 ts for CAMPAIGI' CENTRAL !::t.:ROPE and :;vii KEU\ND CA.'!?ATGN. 
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